
For SEVIS technical questions, call: 800-892-4829 
or email SEVISHelpDesk@ice.dhs.gov

Contact the SEVP Response Center at SEVP@ice.dhs.gov 
or 703-603-3400 for policy questions

For more information, visit 
http://studyinthestates.dhs.gov

Program dates are the start and end dates of the entire 
program while the student is studying at
your school.

NOTE: Program end dates may be shortened or 
extended in SEVIS, if needed. Select the SEVIS links for:

• Shorten program
• Extend program
• Request change to program dates
• Defer attendance (if in Initial status)

Session dates are the start and end dates of each 
semester/trimester/quarter.

Fall Session Winter
Session Spring Session

Register students in 
SEVIS within 30 days

Spring session 
start date

Program start date/fall
session start date

DSO signs page 2 of Form I-20, “Certificate of 
Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status,” for travel

Register students
in SEVIS within 
30 days

Program end date/spring 
session end date

Note: If a student delays enrollment, select “Defer Attendance” in 
SEVIS if the record is in Initial status and if the student has not entered 
the United States. If the record is not in Initial status, contact the SEVIS 
Help Desk for assistance.

Note: If a student graduates earlier than the original program end date, 
use the shorten program link in SEVIS.

Note: When the student completes their program, their SEVIS record 
will “Auto-Complete” 60 days after the program end date.

SEVIS Tips For Public 9-12 Schools

Important Dates For Student Management

Maximum Program Length of One Year
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